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JohN i. 29. 


B hold the Lamb of Gop, which 


zaketh away the Sin of the 
World. 


| LORIOUS Words indeed! 
(3 They point us directly to JE“ 
sus CHRIST as the Object of 
Saving Faith, and the Author of our E- 
ternal Salvation. 

The Evangeliſt John, the inſpired 
Penman of this Goſpel, had the Honour- 
able Character of the Diſciple whom 
Jesus /oved; He was admitted to our 
SAvioOUR's Cloſeſt Retirements, and 
was preſent with Peter and James at our 
Lok p's Transfiguration, and his bitter 
Agony in the Garden of Geth/emane. He 
was the Diſciple who farried till cur 
LoRD came, John xxi. 22, for he lived 
to ſee the Deſtruction of eruſalem. 
He of all the Apoſtles was favour'd of - 
 Gop to die a Natural Death. While 
A 2 he 
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he lived, he glorified his Lok D and Sa- 


VIOUR, by his Holy Life and Exem- 
plary Sufferings. He was baniſhed to 
the Iſland of Patmos by Domitian the 
Roman Emperor Vor the Word of Gop 


and for the Igſimom of JEsUs Cukis r, 
Kev. i. 9. where he wrote tbe Revela- 
tion which Gop gave unto him. 


Some are inclined to think that this 
Divine Writer penn'd his Revelation 


before his Goſpel; but the Contrary 


plainly appears from Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 
if any Man ſhall add unto theſe J. bin gs, 


Gop fhall add unto bim the Plagues that 


are written in this Book: And if an 
Man ſhall take away from the Words of 
the Book of this Prophecy, Gop ſhall 


tale away bis Part cut of the Book of 


Tife, and out of the Holy City, and 


from the Things which are written in 


this Book. This Paſſage” ſeems to con- 
clude the Apoſtle's Writings, and to 
compleat the Canon of Scripture. 


But what is moſt of All ſurprizing is, 


that any ſhould aſcribe this Goſpel to 
Cerintbus as its Author; ſince the Doc- 
trine contained in this Part of Sacred 


Writ, 


(5) | 
Writ, is as Contrary to Cerinthus's 
Doctrine, as Light is Contrary to Dark- 
neſs; for whereas Cerinthus abſolutely 
denied the Divinity of CHR Is r, thisGoſ- - 
pel clearly aſſerts and maintains it. Yea, 
it is the Peculiar Excellency of the E- 
vangeliſt Jon, that he furniſhes us 
with more Arguments to prove the Di- 
vinity of Cux Is than any other of 
the Evangeliſts: He records thoſe Gra- 
cious Words which came from our 
SAviouR's Lips, which the Others had 
omitted. Eſpecially he takes care to 
commit to wiiting thoſe Sermons and 
Diſcourſes of our Lox p, wherein he 
himſelf expreſly declares his Gop HEAD: 
Thus John v. 17. My FATHER Work- 
eth hitherto, and I work---- All Men 
ſhould honour the Sox even as they bo- 
nour the FATHER, ver, 23, And 
Chap. viti. ver, 58. Before Abraham was 
Tan. And x. 30. I and my Father 
are one. | 

And indeed to come nearer to the 
Point, we need go no further than the 
Firſt Verſe of this Goſpel, for a Proof 
of the DIVINITY of our Saviour; 
205 A 3 72 
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Jn the Beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with Gop, and the Word was 
| Gop. Then it follows, The ſame was 
in tbe Beginning with Gop. All Things 
| were made by him; and without him was 
| not any Thing mage that was made, In 
| im was Life, and the Life was the 

Light of Men, And the Light ſhineth in 
| Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs compre- 
| bengeth it not, If a Platonic Philo- 
| ſopher ſaw ſuch an Incomparable Ex- 
| cellency in theſe Firſt Five Verſes, as 

to declare they ought to have been 
wrote in Letters of Gold, how much 
Greater a Light and Glory muſt a 
| Chriſtian who is enlightened by the 
| Spirit of the LoxD JEsUs needs diſ- 
cern in them? One Inſtance of the 

Power and Efficacy of them we have 
in the Converſion of Junius, who was 
a Wicked Young Man, and lived in the 
Practice of Sin, giving a Looſe to the 

Evil Defires of the Fleſh. But one wx 
heedleſly taking up the Bible (whic 
his Father had purpoſely laid in his 
Way) he undeſignedly pitched upon 

theſe Words, which ſtruck him with 
an 


A | 
an Uncommon Cancern about his Soul; 
he ſaw ſuch a Glory in them as he could 
not expreſs. They ſmote him with 
ſuch a Conviction of his Loſt Eſtate 
as fill'd him with Trembling, and ter- 
minated at laſt in a Saving Converſion 
of his Soul to the Lorp Jesvs. 

All the Prophets ſpake of tbe Su 
ferings of CHRIST and of the Glory that 
was to follow. To Ixsus give All the 
Prophets Witneſs that tbr bis Name 
whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall recetve 
Remiſſion of Sins, All the Prophets pro- 
phefied until Fohn Baptiſt, and Fobn was 
the Laſt that preceded our Saviour. He 
' was a Burning and a Shining Laght. 
He came to prepare our Lox 's Way 
before him. He bore many clear Teſ- 
timonies to the DIVINITY of our 
SAvIloUR's Perſon, as well as to the 
Truth and Authority of his Commiſ- 
ſion and Mediatorſhip. Among the 
Reſt, the Words of the Text are no In- 
conſiderable Proof of CHRIST's being 
the True Meſſias and SAviouR of the 


World. The Next Day TJobn feeth Jt 


zus coming unto him, and ſaith, Behold 


the © 


(8) 


the Lamb of Gop which taketh = 


the Sin of the World, From whic 
Words we ſhall take Occaſion, 

I. To conſider the Appellation which 
is here given to CHRIST, viz. the Lamb 


of Gop. 


II. We ſhall ew what is here Wi 
ſerted of him, he -7aketh away the Sin 
of the World. 


III. We propoſe briefly to explain 


and enforce the Exhortation, Behold. - 


I. We are Firſt to confider the Ap- 
pellation which Jobn the Bapri/t gives 
-CHRIsT ; he calls him the Lamb 4 
Gor; and ſo again Ver. 36. Behold i 
Lomb of Gop. | CHRIST is called a 
Lamb upon ſeveral Accounts, but more 
eſpecially he is likened to a Lamb for 
his Innocence, his Meekneſs, and his 
Uſefulneſs. 

Fit, CaRisT is compared to a 
Lamb for his Innocence. A Lamb is 
an Innocent Creature, not given to hurt 
or devour other Creatures, but is quite 
Harmleſs and Inoffenſive, ſo that tis a 


Common Proverb, as Innocent as a 


_ Accordingly CHRIST is called 
a 


ET 


(9) 
a Lamb without Blemiſh and without Spot, 
1 Pet. i. 19. He knew no Sin, neither 
was Guile found in his Mouth, 2 Cor. v. 
21. 1 Pet, ii. 22. He had no Spot of 
Sin upon his Heart; no Evil Word ever 
proceeded out of his Sacred Mouth, 
neither did his Hands ever do any 
Evil Thing. He was Holy, Harmleſs, 
Unaefiled and Separate from Sinners, In- 
deed how could he ever have made A- 
tonement for our Sins, if he himſelf 
had been Guilty of any Sin ? But fince 
he offered himſelf without Spot or Fault 
to Gop, his Blood purgeth our Conſct- 
ence from Dead Works to ſerve the Liv- 
img Gop, Heb. ix. 14. 

Seconaly, CHRIST is juſtly likened 
to a Lamb tor his Meekneſs and Pa- 
tience. A Lamb is a very Patient 
Creature; if it be bitten by Dogs or 
burt by any other Beaſt, it only en- 
deavours to eſcape, but ſeeks no Re- 
venge. So CHRIST declares that he 
is Meek and Louly in Heart, The 
Prophet Jaiab ſpeaking of him ſome 
Hundreds of Years before his Birth, 
lays, He ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor 

; 


cauſe 
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cauſe his Voice to be heard in the Street. 
Which Character our SAaviouk an- 
ſwered when he appeared in the Fleſh, 
as we learn from Matt. xii. 19, He 
patiently endured the Contradiction of 
Sinners againſt himſelf, Heb. xi. 3. 
GHR1sST therefore in Reſpect of his 
Meekneſs reſembles a Lamb. CHRIST 
"alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an Ex- 
ample, that we ſhould follow bis Steps, 
1 Pet. ii. 21. The True Diſciples and 
Followers of the Lamb of Gop are Emi- 
nent for their Meekneſs and Patience. 
"Therefore our Saviour calls them 
his Lambs and his Sheep, John xxi. 15, 
16, Becauſe indeed they poſſeſs their 
Souls in Patience they ſpeak evil of no 
Man, they are no Brawlers, but Gentle, 
ſhewing All Meekneſs unto All Men, 
Luke xxi. 19. Tit. iii. 2. 

Thirdly, A Lamb is a very Uſeful 
Creature, as it affords both Food and 
Raiment for Mankind. By the Fleſh 
of Lambs and Sheep our Bodies are 
fed, while we are cloathed with the 
Skin and Wooll that grows upon their 
Backs. As Lambs afford Cloathing 


and 
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and Suſtenance for our Bodies, ſo the 
Lamb of Gop is the Life and Support 
of our Souls. He gives us his Fle/þ 
to eat, and his Righteouſneſs as a Gar- 
ment to put on. His Fleſb is Meat in- 
deed, and his Blood is Drink indeed; we 
eat lis Fleſh and drink his Blood, and 
dwell in him, and he in us. He gives 
us the White Raiment of his Righteouſ- 
neſs, that we may be clothed, and that 
the Shame of our Nakedneſs do not appear. 
Then the Soul begins to exult and tri- 
umph, ſaying, I ell greatly rejoice in 
the LoRD, my Soul ſhall be zoyful in 

my Gop; for he hath clothed me. wwith 
/ e Garments of Salvation, be hath co- 
vered me with the Robe of Righteouſneſs ; 
as a Bridegrom decketh himſelf «with 
Ornaments, and as a Bride adorneth 
ber ſelf with Jewell. "Rs Vi. 55, 56. 
Rev. iii. 18. Ifai. Ixi. 10. 

CHR1ST is called the Lamb of Gop, 
becauſe he was a Lamb of Gop's own 
chooſing; He is a Lamb who verily was 
fore-ordained before the Foundation - the 
World, but ods mani feſt in theſe Laſt 
Times, 1 Pet, 1. 20. He is the Lamb flain 

2 = from 
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from the Foundation of the World in the 
Divine Purpoſe and Decree, Rev. xiii. f. 
The Lamb ſlain at the Inftitution of the 
Jewiſh Paſſover, was a Type of Cur 1sT, 
and CHRIST himſelf was the Antitype. 
Now both the Type and Antitype were 
ordered and appointed by Gap, Hence 
the Loxp Jtsvs is here ſtiled the Lamb 
of Gop. Or CnrisT may be called 
the Lamb of Gop. in the ſame Senſe that 
he is intitled the only begotton Son of - 
Gop, John iii. 16. 2. e. with Reſpect to 
his DivIN ITV, or Gop HEAD. The 
Goph RAD of CHRIST is what we 
muſt never forget, becauſe it is the 
Foundation of all our Religion; inaſ- 
much as if CHR ISH be not Gor, neither 
the Sufferings of his Death, nor yet the 
Righteouſneſs of his Life, will be of any 
Service to our Souls, nor avail to our 
Juſtification. But CuR IST made the 
Worlds, Heb. i. 2. xi. 3. He upbolds 
All Things, Heb. i. 3. And he is ex- 
teſly called the Sa viouR of the World, 
ohn iv. 42. He is over Al, Gon 
Bleſſed for ever, Rom. ix. 5. Thos 


. 
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tet All the Angels of Go worſhip him, 
Heb. i. 6. The GopyEAap of CHRIST 
is indeed the Fundamental Article of 
Chriſtianity, This is a Subject which 
we {ſhall continually inſiſt upon: 
This is a Truth -which we ſhall for e- 
ver maintain. Thoſe who believe in 
CuRisT know him to be Gap, and 
they know him to be their own Gop ; 
which makes them very Joyful and 
Comfortable in their Souls, If any de- 
ny the DiviniTyY of CHRIST, it is 
becauſe of Unbelief, and becauſe they 
know him not. For this is Eternal 
Life, to know Thee the Only True Gop, 
and JEsUs CHRIST whom thou haſt ſent, 
He is the True God and Eternal Life, 
John xvii. 3. 1 John v. 20. And it is 
his Gop HEAD which renders his Atone- 
ment on the Croſs and his Obedience to 
the Law, effectual for our Eternal Sal- 
vation. This adds a Divine Virtue and 
Excellence to his Blood, This conveys 
an Infinite Glory and Perfection to his 
Active Righteouſneſs. This is a Sure 
Foundation whereon we ſecurely build 
our Hope of * 1 Life. Hereby 

we 
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we are ſaved to the uttermeſt, we have 
Life more abundantly, and an Abun- 
dant Entrance is adminiſtred to us into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Heb. vii. 25. &c. 
II. We come now to ſhew what 
Jobn the Baptiſt here aſſerts of CyR1sT, 
viz. that he taketh away the Sin of the 
World. . By the Sin of the World ſome 

here underſtand Original Sin ; for that 
is a Sin wherewith All Men are Charge- 
able, and upon Account whereof every 
Mouth 1s Popped, and All the World be- 
come Guilty before Gop, Rom. iii. 19. 
But by Sn the Baptiſt undoubtedly 
means All Sorts of Sin which Men 


have committed whether Original or 
Actual. For CHR1sT does not for- 
give us Part of our Sins, and leave us 
to ſtand Accountable for the reſt. But 
whoſe Sins ſoever He forgives, he 
forgives them wholly and not partially. 
Indeed the LoRD JEsus might as well 
forgive us none of our Sins, if He did 
not forgive us All of them; for how 
could we ever obtain Forgiveneſs of the 
Remainder? The Lamb of Gop re- 
ceives Sinners freely, he pardons All 
their 
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their Crimes, both Original and Actuaf; 
he remits All our Iniquities, paſſing by 
All our Evil Thoughts, All our Foolſh 
Words, and All our Wicked Actions. 
The Lamb of Gop zateth away, or 
(as 'tisin the Margin) beareth the Sin of 
the World. The Greez Verb aigw an- 
ſwers to the Latin tollo, and ſignifies 
to bear or to tate up, and allo to tate 
away, Accordingly CuR IST is ſaid 
to bear the Sins of Many, and likewiſe 
to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of bim- 
ſelf, Heb. ix. 26, 28, And fo ſimilar- 
ly the Greek Word *Auzs)izv anſwers 
to the Latin Piaculum, and denotes 
both Sin and a Sin Offering. for 
CHRI1sT having taken our Sins upon 
him, gave himſelf an Offering and a 
Sacrtfice to Gop. Eph. v. 2. He bare 
our Sins in his own Body on the Tree, 
and he made his Soul an Offering for 
Sin. 1 Pet. ii. 24. Iſ. liii. 10. Both 
CuRIST's Body and his Soul ſuffer'd for 
our Sins, and were offered up to Gop 
on our behalf. - 

Our Sins were imputed to CHRIST, 
and he made Satisfaction to Gop for 
B 2 them. 
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them. The Lok D Jxsus ſtood in the 
Sinner's Place : All our Iniquities were 
charged upon him; and his Sufferings 
were the Penal Effects of our Offences. 
The Doctrine of CHRIST 's Satisfaction 
for Sin is One of the moſt Important 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith: It is a 
Wholeſom Doctrine, and very Full of 
Comfort to thoſe whe believe in 
CuRisr, and know that he has ſatis- 
fied for them. The Scriptures are 
Full of Teſtimonies to this Eternal 
Truth. Surely ke hath borne our Griefs 
and carried cur Serrows, Griefs and 
Sorrows are the Puniſhments of Sin; 
for if we had committed no Sin, we 
ſhould have never endur'd any Grief or 
Sorrcw, Sin and Puniſhment are In- 
ſeparable; if therefore CHRISH bore 
our Griefs and Sorrows, it follows that 
he bore cur Sins alſo. Therefore the 
Prophet adds afterwards, He was wound- 
ed for our Tranſgreſſiuns, he was bruiſed 
for our Inquities : the Chaſtiſement of 
our Peace was upon Him, and with his 
Stripes we are healed. All "ve like Sheep 
have gone aftray : we have turned every 
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one to his own Way, aniWhe LoRD hath 
laid on Him the Iniquities of us All, or 
(as 'tis render'd in the Margin according 
to the Hebrew,) made the Iniquities of us 
All to meet in Him. Iſa. liii. 4, 5, 6. 
If the Vaſt Load of our Iniquities had 
fell upon us, it would have cruſh'd 
us down, it would have ſunk us into 
Death and into Hell. But Cnr1sT 


was Gop Infinite in Might and Power, 
and therefore able to bear ſo Great a 


Burden ; accordingly he took it upon 
him ; He bore it for us, and ſo we are 


delivered. 
This is alſo repreſented to us by = 


Prophet Ezekiel, Ch. iv. Ver. 4, 5, 6. 


Lie upon thy Loft Side, and lay the 
3 of the Houſe of Tjrael upon it, 
» ſhalt Thou bear the Iniquity of the 
Houſe of Ifrael. Lie again on thy 
Right Side, and Thou ſbalt bear the 
Iniquity of the Houſe of Fudab. Now 
how could Ezekiel bear the Intquity of 
Tjr-ael and Judah ? Certainly no other- 
wiſe than as he was a Type of CHRIST, 


who bore the Guilt and Penalty of our 


Iniquities, and ſuffer'd thoſe Pains and 
B 3 Afflictions 
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Afflictions which we, deſer ved to have 
endured for ever. And che Prophet's 
lying on bis Left Side and bearing the 
Iniquity of the Houſe of Mael, and 
then lying on his Right Side and bear- 
ing the Iniquity of the Houſe of Ju- 
dab repreſents the Death and Paſſion of 
the LoRD Jesus, who as it were on 
both Sides, i. e. both in his Soul and 
Bedy bore All the Sins, both Original 
and Actual of the Jewiſb and Gentile 
World. 
That CHRIST bore our Sin and 
Curſe, the Scriptures of the New Te- 
ſtament declare in almoſt every Page. 
Thus Gal. iii. 13. he was made 4 Curſe 
for us. And Heb. i. 3. He by him- 
elf purged our Sins, And 2 Cer. v. 
21. He hath made him to be Sin for us, 
who knew no Fin. When it is ſaid be 
made bim to be Sin for us, Many are 
inclined to think that the Apoſtle means 
that CyRIsT was made a Sin-O/er— 
ing for us, becauſe the Original Word, 
as I have before noted, does ſometimes 
ſignify a Sin-Offering, eſpecially in the 
Old Teſtament. And if CuRIST was 
| made 


(19) 

made a Sin-Offering for us, this ne- 
ceſſarily implies that our Sins were im- 
puted to him; for unleſs he had vo- 
luntarily taken upon him All our Sin 
and Blame, how could he conſiſtently 
with the Divine Juſtice have been 
made a Sin-Offering for us? So that 
if it only be allowed that CHRIST was 
made a Sin-Offering for us, it follows 
of Courſe that All our Faults and 
Tranſgreſſions were laid upon him. 
And indeed whereſoe ver we meet with 
the Words, Ranſom, Redemption, A- 
tonement, Propitiation *, &c. Theſe 
Words are deſigned to teach us that 
CuR1sT took our Sin and Guilt upon 
Him, and made Full Satisfaction to 
Gop for them. Rom. viii. 

CauRIisT our Paſſover is ſacrificed 
for us. 1 Cor. v. 7. and he is called a 
Sacrifice. Eph. v. 2. Heb. ix. 26. The 
Nature of a Sacrifice was this; when 
a Perſon had brought a Beaſt of the 


— 


* Aurgus, Arridurges, Abręucig, Are, Karæ- 
dn, Lachdg, IagNνε¹ „ &. 
Herd 
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Herd to be offered in Sacrifice, he was 
ordered to put his Hand upon the Head 
of the Burnt-Offering, which denoted 
the Conveyance or Tranſlation of his 
Sin from himſelf to the Beaſt ; and ſo 
the Beaſt was flain in the Offender's 
Stead, and it was accepted for him to 
make Atonement for bim. Lev. i. 4 
Xvi. 21. Exod, xxix. 10. &c, And this 
was the Notion of a Sacrifice both in 
the Jewiſh and Gentile World, that 
the Sin of the Offender was tranſlated 
to the Sacrifice, and that the Beaſt died 
in the Sinner's Place and made Satis- 
faction or Atonement for his Sin. Thus 
the Lord JESsus was properly a Sa- 
crifice ; our Sins were conferr'd upon 
Him, ke was our Subſtitute, and he was 
ſlain in our Room and upon our Ac- 
count. Accordingly He is ſaid 70 give 
his Life a Ranſom for Many. Matt. xx. 
28. To taſte Death for every Man. 
Heb. ii. 9. and to give himſelf a Ran- 
om for All. 1 Tim. ii. 6. CnRisT 
was our Surety ; He took our Sin, our 
Debt upon Him, and fully diſcharged 
it. We are Sinners; and we owe to 
Gor 


(i) 

GoD 500, yea 5000 Talents and more. 
We owe to Gop a Double Debt; the 
Firſt is, to fulfill the Law perfectly; 
the Second, to make Full Satisfaction 
for All our Breaches of the Law. Now 
we have Nothing to pay. The LorpD 
Jesvs becomes our Surety; he 1s 
bound for the whole Sum, he pays off 
the whole Score; and ſo we are ac- 
quitted, as much as if we had paid it 
ourſelves ; becauſe CHR 1sT our Surety 
hath paid it for us. This I have ſhew'd 
more at large in the 2d Part of the 
Marrow of the Church. | 

Indeed it coſt the LoRx D JEsvs very 
Dear to atone for our Sins. Our Ini- 
quities pierc'd Him thro' and thro', 
and gave Him Unſpeakable Pain and 
Anguiſh., He was a Man of Sorrows 
(as tho' he was made up of nothing 
but Sorrows) and acquainted with Grief. 

He was cut off out of the Land of the 
Living: for the Tranſgreſſion of my 
People was he firicken, Ifa. liv. 3. 8. 
In the Days of his Fleſh be offered up 
Prayers and Supplications with ſtrong 
Crying and Tears, His Soul was ex- 
ceeding 
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ceeding forrowful, even unto Death. 
When he was in the Garden of Geth- 
ſemane, he felt the Weight of our Sins, 
and thereupon began to be ſore amazed, 
and to be very heavy, And being in 
an Agony, be prayed more earneſtly; and 
his Sweat was as it were Great Drops 
of Blood falling to the Ground, Who 


can tell what Pain he was in when he 


cried out, Zhis is your Hour, and the 


Power of Darkneſs * And Nothing 
ſure but Extreme Miſery and Torture 
forc'd that Wonderful Petition from 
Him, Father, if it be Poſſible, let this 
Cup paſs from me; to which he yet 
adds, (leſt any One ſhould miſunder- 
ſtand or miſinterpret his Meaning) ne- 
vertheleſs not as Iuill, but as Thou wilt. 
Which ſhews us how willing he was 
to drink this Bitter Cup, and to ſuffer 
for the Sins of the World. Therefore 
'he willingly ſurrendered himſelf into - 
the Hands of thoſe who came to ap- 
prehend Him, He was arraigned as a 
Priſoner ; He was try'd as a Criminal, 


and condemn'd as a Malefactor. 


Our 
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Our SAv10UR bore All our Sins pa- 
. tiently. The Guilt and Heinouſneſs of 

them ſtruck Him Speechleſs. They - 
that had laid hold on Ixsus led him 
away to Caiaphas the High-Prieft, 
where the Scribes and the Elders were 
aſſembled. And when the Falſe Wit- 
neſſes had accuſed our Sav1iouR, he 
was quite Silent, At this he High 
Prieſt aroſe and ſaid unto him, anfivereſt 
thou nothing? What is it which theſe 
ze1tneſs a Thee? It is expreſly re- 
corded that IE SUs held his Peace. And 
our LoRD behav'd in the ſame Manner 
when he was brought before Plate. 
And when he was accuſed of the Chief 
Prieſts and Elders, he anſwered nothing. 
Then ſaid Pilate unto him, Heareſt thou 
not how many things they witneſs againſt 
Thee? And he anſwered him to never a 
Ward, inſomuch that the Governour great- 
ly marvelled. Matth. xxvi. 57, 62. 63. 
xxvii. 12, 13. So when JESUS was ſent to 
Herod, be queſtioned with him in many 
Words ; 3 but be [ Jxsus] anſwered no- 
thing. Luke xxiii. 9. This Silence of 
- our SAvIoUR was the more Remar- 


1 Fable, 
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kable, becauſe when the High Prieſt 
aſked him , be was the CyRIsT the 
Son of Gop, he readily anſwered, Thou 
haſt ſaid, Matt. xxvi. 63, 64. And 
when Pilate aſted bim, ſaying, Art 
thou the King of the Jews? Ixsus ſaid 
unto him, Thou ſayeſt, xxvii. 11. But 
when he was accuſed of Blaſphemy, 
Rebellion againſt Cz/ar, &c. he would 
not anſwer One ſingle Word to make 
any Vindication or Apology for Him- 
ſelf. How ſo? What was the Occa- 
fion of this Marvellous Behaviour ? 
What was the Cauſe of this ſtrange 
Silence? Some ſay indeed that our Sa- 
vioux knew the Jets were determin'd 
to kill him, right or wrong; and there- 
fore he did not ſo much as attempt to 
vindicate himſelf, becauſe he knew it 
would be to no Purpoſe. Others tell 
us, that our Saviour's Deſign in 
coming into the World was to die for 
Sinners, and therefore he would not 
undertake to clear himſelf from the 
Crimes alledged againſt him, leſt he 
ſhou'd thereby fruſtrate his Deſign in 
coming into the World. But if CuR1sT 

came 
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came into the World on Purpoſe to die 
for Sinners, and if he knew the Jets 
were abſolutely reſolved to kill him, 
then he might have vindicated bimſelf 
conſiſtently enough with his Defign in 
coming into the World, How then do 
theſe Two Solutions claſh with each 
other! There muſt then be ſome higher 
Meaning and Signification in our LoR 's 
Silence than All this. For this Silence 
was ſo Remarkable, that it was long 
before ſpoken of by the Prophet 1/atab, 
He was oppreſſed and he was afflifted, 
yet be opened not his Mouth. As a Sheep 
before the Shearers is Dumb, ſo be open- 
eth not bis Mouth, The Truth of the 
Matter is, our SAv1ouR. was ſtruck 
Dumb upon our Account ; tho' he was 
Free from the Crimes the TFerws ac- 
cuſed him of, yet he was charged by 
. Gov with All our Sins ; ; he willingly 
accepted the Charge, and therefore 
could not poſſibly make any Vindica- 
tion of himſelf, but ſtood Dumb juſt 
like a Criminal. When we are con- 
vinced of | Sin by the Law, wie. are 
FFack Speechleſs, as the Man was who 

C had 
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had not on a Wedding Garment, Cur IST 
was our Repreſentative : He ſtood in 
our Law-Place, and he anſwered no- 
thing, becauſe when the Law arraigns, 
accuſes and condemns us, we have no- 
thing\to anſwer : Our Mouths are /top- 
ped, and we are become Guilty before 
Gop, | 

That Jxrsus CHRIST took our 
Tranigreſſions upon him is further evi- 
dent, if we conſider in what Company 
he ſuffer d: Then were there Two Thieves 
crucified with him : one on the Right 
Hand, and another on the Left, Matt. 
XXVii, 38. Which was ſo Remarka- 
ble an EN that it, was long before 
predicted by the Prophet, Ja. liu. 12. 
and he was numbered with the Tranſgreſ- 
ſors. And our Bleſſed LoRD takes Par- 
ticular Notice of this Propheſy, Luke 
xxii. 37. For I ſay unto you, that this 
that is written, muſt yet be accompliſhed 
in me, And he was reckoned among the 
Tranſgreſſors : for the Things concerning 
me have an End, And the Evangeliſt 
Mark having mentioned CH R1sT's be- . 
ing crucified between Two Thieves, 

21 | 39 carefully 
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carefully reminds us of the Accom- 
pliſhment of this Propheſy ; And the 
Scripture was fulfilled which ſaith, And 
he was numbered with the Tranſgreſſors, 
Mark xv. 28. We are not therefore to 
look upon it as a Caſual or Accidental 
Thing that CHRIST ſuffered with 
Tranſgreſſors, as tho it only fo hap- 
pened that thoſe two Thieves were exe- 
cuted at the ſame Time and Place, 
and in the fame Manner that CHRIST 
was: But All theſe Circumſtances 
were ſignificant ' they had a Voice in 
them; and the hoeſign of the Lox p 
was thereby to inform us, that Cu R185 
died in our Stead, The Bleſſed Ixsus 
was numbered with Tranſgreſſors, be- 
cauſe our Tranſgreſſions were laid upon 
Him : He was crucified with Thieves, 
becauſe our Theft and All our Wicked- 
neſs was imputed to him : He ſuffered 
with Criminals and Malefactors, be- 
cauſe the Crimes of ſuch MalefaQors 
as we were charged upon Him. Tho? 
CnR1sT had no Sin of his own, yet 
He ſuffered 'as a Sinner, becauſe our 
Sins were plac'd to his Account, He 
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bore All our Sins when He hung upon 
the Croſs. Altho' the LoR D CHRIS 
was no Sinner by Perſonal Tranſgreſ- 
ſion, yet how Great a Sinner was He 
by Imputation ! Who can tell what a 
Weight of Sin he felt when He expir- 
ed on the Croſs? There he bore the 
Sins of the Greateſt Sinners upon Earth. 
He bore the Sins of David, who was 
a Murderer and Adulterer : He ſuſtain- 
ed the Sin of Noah, who was a Drun- 
kard: He ſuffer'd for the Inceſt of 
Lot, the Idolatry of Manaſſeb, and the 
Whoredoms of Rab * When CuRIST 
15908 bled upon the Accurſed Tree 
e attoned for the Curſes and Oaths 
of Peter, the Perſecutions of Paul, 
and the Cruelty and Impiety of thoſe 
who crucified. bim, Acts ii. J6. And, 
O ye Sinners who hear me, this Day, 
believe the Report, receive. this Teſti- 
mony, be aſſured that CHRIST ſuffer'd 
and ſatisfied for your Sins, How Great 
ſoever may be their Number, or how 
Heinous ſoever their Nature. Per- 
mit me therefore N N 
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III. Thirdly and Laftly, to explain 
and enforce the Exhortation, Behold. 
And this I muſt do the more briefly, 
becauſe I have ſpoken ſo largely upon 
the A Head. When John the 
Baptiſt bids his Diſciples Sebold the Lamb 
of Gop, we can't ſuppoſe he only 
ſpeaks to their Senſes, as tho' he would 
have them bebt Cnr1sT with their 
Bodily Eyes, or look at him to fee the 
Beauty of his Face, or the Comelineſs 
of his Perſon : For what Advantage 
would this be? How many beheld 
CuRIST with their Bodily Eyes, who 
yet never believed in Him? And fo in- 
deed tho you had ſtood near the Croſs 
of CHRIST, and looked at him, and 
beheld the Blood ſtreaming down from 
his facred Veins, yet all this would have 
pou you nothing, unleſs you had 
ad Faith in that Bleſſed Mediator who 

there ſuffered and died. 
To bebold Car1sT  favingly, is 
behold him with the Eyes of the Unter- 
ſtanding, i. e. to believe in Him, Epb. i. 
18. Accordingly the Apoſtle deſcribes | 
Believers as Looking unto Ixsus, Heb. 
C 3 xii. 2. . 
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Xil, 2. As by the Eye of the Body we 
diſcern the Objects of this viſible World, 
ſo by the Eye = the Soul, 7. e. Faith, 
we ſe the Glories of the inviſible World. 
0 Faith is called the Evidence 
of Things not ſeen, Heb. xi. 1. And 
when our SAVIOUR exhorts Souls to 
believe in him, he ſays, Look unto me, 
1 be ye ſaved All the Ends of the Earth, 
. fr. 22. fo that tis only {oking to 
ga by Faith, and we are /aved. As 
Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilder- 
neſs ſo High that All the Armies 
throughout the whole Camp of 1/rael 
might ſee it, and as many as were bit 
dy the Fiery Serpents looked up to the 
Braſen Serpent, and lived; ſo is 88 
exalted on High 70 be a Prince and a 
SAviouR, 494 the vileſt of Sinners who 
0 to Him by Faith have their Sins 
ven, the Plague of their Hearts 
a ed, and their Souls ſaved, John. itt, 
14. Numb. xxi. 9. Adds v. 31. 
Noa therefore, Brethren, what are 
e beholding? whither are ye looking? 
* your Eyes roving and wandering 
Hoes. the whole Hon Do you pur- 


ſue 
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. 
ſue the Luſts of the | Fleſh, the Luſts 
of the Eye, and the Pride of Life? Do 
you hunt after Pleaſure and ſet your 
Hearts upon. Carnal Enjoyments?.. Are 
you ſeeking Happineſs in this World? 
Alas! how do ye. ſow the Wind! And 
what do ye reap but the Whirhoind? 
All is Vanity and Vexattion of Spirit. Have 
ye not found it ſo? Have ye not had 
the Experience of it long enough? Now 
therefore turn your Eyes and Hearts a- 
nother way. See JEsUs, bebold the 
Lamb of Go p whom your Sins crucified, 
Look wnto him whom ye have pnerced, 
and movurn, John xix. 37. Remember 
what JEsus the Lo RD of Life and 
Glory underwent for you. Behold! 
how was he afflited, how was he. but- 
feted! How did the Servants ſmite him 
with the Palms of their Hands! How 
did they deride him! How did they 
ſpit in his Face and ſpeak Blaſphemy 
againſt him! How was he bound to 
a Pillar and fcourged with Rodsof Iron 
for your Iniquities ! Your Corrupt Luſts 
were the Thorns that pricked his facred 
Temples: Vour Sins were the 1 
DOCS at 
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that pierced his Hands and Feet, your 
Unbelief is as the Spear that wounded 
his Side. The Plowers plowed upon his 
Back, and made long Furrows; the 
eus betrayed him, Pilate condemned 

im, and the Roman Soldiers crucified 
him. His Diſciples forſook Him ; and 
the Scribes and Elders reviled him; and 
in his Laſt Extcemity he was deſerted 
of Gop, and forced to cry out My Gop, 
My Gop, . why haſt Thou forſaken me? 
He was for/aken of Gop for a Time, 
otherwiſe we muſt have been forſaken 
of Gop and excluded his Glorious Pre- 
ſence to All Eternity. See then, Sin- 
ners, how much he loved you! Greater 
Love than this hath no Man, that a Man 
lay down bis Life for his Friend; but 
the Son of Gop had Greater Love 
than this, for he laid down his Life for 
his Enemies. When we were Enemies, 
aue were] reconciled to Gop by the Death 
ef his Sþn. Did/CnR1sT die for you? 

And cat you poſſibly queſtion his Love 
to you? Does not every Bleeding Vein 
ſpeak aloud, Sinners, behold how 1 
love you? CnRisT ſhed his. Heart's 
701 Blood 
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Blood for you. Oh was ever Pain like 
his Pain? Was ever Sorrow like unto 
his Sorrow ? Was ever Love like unto 
his Love? Do ye then ſee the Love of 
CHR1sT to you? Doſt Thou behold 
him, Smner, as raking away thy Sin? 
Otherwiſe what Good will it do thee to 
behold him taking away the Sin of the 
World? Behold the Lamb of Gop ; Do 
you ſee him? Look to him by Faith; 
you may look to him freely, and be 
ſaved. As when Jrael were bit of the 
Fiery Serpents, they had free Liberty 
to look to the Braſen Serpent without 
giving any thing, and they were healed; 
ſo you who are bit by Sin and that Fiery 
Serpent the Devil may look to CHñ RIS 
and be ſaved freely. Have you never 
looked to CHRIST yet? It is not too 
late; Looꝶ to him now, beho/d him now, 
believe in Him now, and he will ſhew 
you what he has done for you, and 
what he has ſuffered for you; you ſhall 
ſee that he has taken away your Sins, and 
purchaſed your Eternal Salvation. 
As for you who do bebold the Lamb, 
keep looking directly to him, and yon 


cannot 
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cannot miſs the Way to Heaven. CHRIST 
is lifted up on high, ſo high that you 

may ſee him in All your Paſſage thro' 
this Wilderneſs, When a Traveller is 
ſo near a City as to behold ſome High 
Turret or remarkable Building, he can- 
not miſs his Way to that City while he 

keeps that Turret or Building in his Eye. 
So a Chriſtian cannot miſs his Way to 
that Heavenly City, the New Teruſa- 
lem, while he Sebold CHR1sT and keeps 
prefling forward. The nearer a Tra- 
veller comes to a City the clearer View 
He hath of it. And the more Souls 
increaſe in Faith, the nearer they come 
to Curi1sT, the Clearer View they 
have of him; till from beholding him by 
Faith they come at laſt to behold him by 
Sight, and to ſee him Face to Face in 
that City of Habitations, that Building 

G0 Eternal in the" Heavens. as ob 
But I know not how to break off 
without ſpeaking a Word to you who 
have once beheld the Lamb, but now 
have wandered from him. And how 
ſhall--I addreſs? How ſhall I perſnade 
nd to return to the Lamb of Gop?.The 
; Love 


(35) 

Love of CHRIS to you is ſtill the ſame. 
His Grace is Free, His Affection is not 
alienated from you at all. Hear his 
Tender Words from- his own Mouth, 
Turn, O bachſliding Children, for I am 
married unto you, Jer. ti. 14. Retiirn, 
ye backſliding Children, and I will heal 
your Backſlidings, Ver. 22. I ill beal 
their Backſlidings, I will love them free= 
ly, Hoſea xiv. 4. Iwill never leave Thee, 
nor for ſabe Thee, Heb, xii. 5. 
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